Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 at; EX AN 00771 021217Z 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 NSC-05 SSO-OO NSCE-00 PA-02 
PRS-01 INR-07 INRE-00 /041 W 

042961 021219Z/53 

O 021040Z AUG 77 
FM AMCONSUL ALEXANDRIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1066 
USINFO WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
USLO RIYADH IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 
AMDEL TAIF IMMEDIATE 10 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS ALEXANDRIA 0771 

DEPT FOR NEA/P, PASS NSC DR. BREZEZINSKI. WHITE HOUSE MR. POWELL 
USIA FOR IOP/M 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: MEDIA REACTION 

1 . ALL THREE MAJOR NEWSPAPERS FRONTPAGE SECRETARY VANCE'S ARRIVAL 
AND TALKS WITH PRESIDENT SADAT YESTERDAY. ALL THREE REPORT VANCE'S 
AIRPORT ARRIVAL STATEMENT, AL-AHRAM EMPHASIZING HIS OBSERVATION 
THAT THERE ARE DIFFERENCES TO BE OVERCOME, AND AL-AKHBAR AND AL- 
GOMHOURI Y A EMPHASIZING HIS CALL FOR AN EARLY CONVENING OF GENEVA. 
AL-AHRAM REPORTS THAT SADAT PRESENTED THE EGYPTIAN VIEW OF A 
COMPREHENSIVE SOLUTION TO THE MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM TO VANCE AT LAST 
EVENING'S MEETING. AL-GOMHOURI Y A REPORTS THAT VANCE BROUGHT 
WITH HIM DEFINITE AMERICAN IDEAS ON A SOLUTION AND REVIEWED 
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THEM WITH SADAT YESTERDAY AND THAT THESE IDEAS WILL BE DISCUSSED 
IN DETAIL AT THIS MORNING'S MEETING BETWEEN THE EGYPTIAN AND AMERICAN 
DELEGATIONS. 

2. AL-AHRAM AND AL-AKHBAR REPORT THE ISRAELI OFFICIAL SPOKESMAN'S 
STATEMENT THAT THE ISRAELIS WILL LISTEN TO ANY PROPOSALS VANCE MAY 
BE CARRYING WITH HIM BUT THAT THEY WILL NOT DISCUSS THEM WITH 
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HIM. AL-GOMHOURIY A REPORTS A STATEMENT BY PALESTINIAN OFFICIALS 
THAT NO VANCE-PLO MEETING IS PLANNED. AL-GOMHOURIY A ALSO REPORTS 
PLANS TO TELEVIZE THIS EVENING’S SADAT- VANCE PRESS CONFERENCE IN 
EGYPT AND THE U.S., AND THE STATE DEPARTMENT S DENIAL OF LIBYAN 
CLAIMS THAT AMERICAN PILOTS PARTICIPATED IN RECENT EGYPTIAN RAIDS 
ON LIBYA. 

3. IN AN EDITORIAL, AL-AHRAM WARNS THAT IF PM BEGIN SEES THE GENEVA 
CONFERENCE AS AN END AND THAT THE CONFERENCE WILL OBSCURE THE 
ARAB POSITION, HE HAS MADE A MISCALCULATION. THE EDITORIAL CONTINUES 
THAT GENEVA IS THE APPROPRIATE INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR A 
SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM BUT THAT WITHOUT PREPARATION AND SERIOUS 
EFFORTS THE CONFERENCE WILL FAIL AND PLACE THE REGION ON THE 
VERGE OF CONFRONTATION. AL-AKHBAR EDITORIALIZES THAT ' ISRAEL WILL 
HAVE TO FACE THE CONSEQUENCES OF ITS BEHAVIOR IF IT CHOOSES 
ARROGANCE AND REFUSES TO RESPOND TO THE PEACE EFFORT AND WITHDRAW 
FROM OCCUPIED ARAB LANDS." 
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